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Part I.  Listening 

Task 1. Listen to a part of a story. For sentences 1 - 5, choose the best answer, A, B or C. 

For questions 1 – 5, circle your answer in the answer sheet. 

1. The narrator and his friends 
 

A. found two dead men in the cave. 
B. found the dead man’s ID. 
C. thought that the man could have been 

a sailor. 
 

2. Peterkin found 
 

A. some weapons. 
B. some powder. 
C. some rubbish in the corner. 
 

3. Jack 
 

A. left the axe in the hut. 
B. pulled the hut down. 
C. closed the door of the hut. 

 
4. The author offered 

 
A. to explore a strange thing they had 

seen before. 
B. to use their new weapons. 
C. to make a green light. 
 

5. The thing in the sea 
 

A. wasn’t moving in the water. 
B. was a dead fish. 
C. had a tail. 

(Total 10 marks) 

Task 2.  Listen to the interview in which an expert talks about Emerging Explorers programme.   

Read the statements (6 - 11) and decide if the statements agree with the information in the 

passage (TRUE), contradict the information in the passage (FALSE), or if there is no information on 

this (NOT STATED). For questions 6 - 11, circle your answer in the answer sheet. 

6. Emerging Explorers are people who are not 
yet fully established in their careers. 

TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

7. As well as money, Emerging Explorers get 
publicity for their work in the magazine. 

TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

8. Emerging Explorers generally have a 
scientific background. 

TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 
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9. Storytellers write about Emerging Explorers 
in scientific journals. 

TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

10. Alexandra Cousteau’s father filmed other 
Emerging Explorers. 

TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

11. Alexandra is interested in how new 
technology can help to spread the 
environmental message. 

TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

(Total 12 marks) 

Part II. Reading 

Task 1. Read questions 1 – 10 and choose the review (A – D) where you can find the answers to 

these questions. For questions 1 – 10, write your answer in the answer sheet. 

Which review 
 

 

says that despite its high price, the book is definitely worth 
purchasing?    

1) ___________ 

suggests that some of the information may not be up-to-date? 2) ___________ 
describes an aspect of the book which makes it visually very 
appealing? 

3) ___________ 

mentions the way in which readers can make up for a missing 
element in the book?   

4) ___________ 

points out that the book fails to consider a significant group of 
possible readers?        

5) ___________ 

highlights the book’s tendency to discuss certain topics at length? 6)____________ 
explains the possible reason for one of the ways the writing is 
presented?        

7) ___________ 

discusses the effect the enthusiastic writing style is likely to have 
on the reader? 

8) ___________ 

mentions the inclusion of a useful feature other guides don’t have?   9) ___________ 
says the book is useful for research in advance of travelling?                                 10) __________ 
(Total 20 marks) 

Reviews: Top travel guides 

A. On the Edge of Adventure 

Perfect for use on the spot by the gap-year traveller in Africa who wants to know 

where to eat, sleep and play on a budget, On the Edge of Adventure is full to the brim of 

handy travellers’ tips and knowledge, all presented in a highly-accessible format. 

Although the book lacks the glossy photographs of its counterparts, the reader gets a 

real flavor of the countries included, with highly-readable descriptive passages and 

snippets of information about the history and politics of different regions, as well as 

the cultural traditions and a mini phrasebook of several languages – something often 

missing in books of this type. The only drawback is its heavy reliance on the anecdotes 

of those who’ve walked the streets and beaches mentioned in the guide – are the cafes 
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and hostels they mention still in business now? And the print’s tiny – but this is no 

doubt in order to keep costs down for the money-conscious traveller.  
 

B. Hicksy’s Guide to Europe 

This lightweight volume is ideal for sticking in the top of your rucksack and heading 

off into the unknown. Despite its slim size, Hicksy’s Guide to Europe is a surprisingly 

comprehensive guide to the top tourist destinations of Europe. One glaring fault – to 

my mind, at least – is that it caters only for the mid-price range and upwards in terms 

of restaurant and accommodation options, leaving those counting their pennies to 

seek out cheaper alternatives themselves. Having said this, the information included is 

clearly current, making it more likely to be accurate than some other guides of its type, 

and is clearly laid-out with sections on food and drink, hotels, sights and customs. 

Hicksy’s Guide is far from cheap, but with such a fascinating list of places and sights, 

you won’t find much better than this on the travel guide market. 
 

C. Tales from the Americas 

This weighty guide to North and South America is not exactly portable, but is a 

brilliant reference for those planning a trip to the Americas. Beautifully-printed on 

thick paper and with colouful spreads featuring stunning images of local life, Tales 

from the Americas is a volume more likely to find a permanent place on your bookshelf 

than a temporary one in your suitcase, but is, nevertheless, a great starting point from 

which to plan a trip. Its best feature is its list of current, useful local websites, detailing 

a wide range of accommodation, sights and services in every village, town and city the 

guide includes. At times, perhaps, it goes into a bit too much detail about the history 

and politics of the places mentioned, rather than focusing on the more light-hearted 

reasons for visiting them, but your money certainly won’t be wasted.  
 

D. Down Under 

Down Under is a great little book for first-timers to Australia and New Zealand, and has 

everything the day-tripper needs to know for brief stop-off visits on a longer tour of 

Australia. Although there aren’t many pictures of famous sights – the photographers 

have homed in on interesting aspects of daily life instead – you do get a sense of the 

contributors’ excitement for the places they write about, passing their passion onto 

the reader, however casual. There are some highly useful pull-out maps of the big 

cities and handy hints on getting around on a limited amount of money. The only thing 

it lacks is prices! Whether this was an oversight, or an intentional desire to help the 

book stand the test of time isn’t clear, but the descriptions of accommodation and 

eating places give readers at least an idea of whether they’re high-end or budget.  
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Task 2.  Read the text.  For  questions  11 - 15,  choose  the  answer  (A-D)  which  you  think  fits  

best according to the text. Write the correct letter in the answer sheet.  
 

I felt water splashing on my face. I slowly opened my eyes.  

I was lying, out of the wind, under an overhanging shelf of rock. Peterkin and Jack 

were kneeling beside me, their faces pale and drawn, and at that moment it all came 

back to me. I sat up, then blinked and clenched my brows in a frown of pain. I put a 

hand to my head and found that it had been gashed across.  

“Don’t rush things, Ralph,” said Jack. “You’re not quite better yet. Wet your lips with 

this water. I got it from a spring.”  

“What—what happened,” I asked, “after we were thrown into the water?”  

“The oar struck your head,” said Jack. “I managed to grab you and push you towards 

the shore. It wasn’t too hard because the water was quite calm inside the reef.”  

“And the others?” I asked. 

Jack shook his head. 

“No sign of them,” he said quietly. 

We were silent for a minute or two. 

“Did you see what happened to the ship?” I asked at last. 

“She’s gone to the bottom,” Jack replied. “She struck on the tail of the island and stove 

in her bow. The next breaker swung her clear, and she floated away to leeward before 

she filled and went down.”  

There was a longer silence while we thought about it all. For my part, I did not feel 

very happy. We might be on a desert island, but if it should turn out to be inhabited I 

felt certain, from all I had heard of South Sea Islanders, that we should be roasted alive 

and eaten. If, on the other hand, it should turn out to be uninhabited, I fancied that we 

might well starve to death.  

Jack must have been thinking the same.  

“If this is a desert island,” he said suddenly, “we’ll have to live like wild animals. We 

haven’t a tool of any kind— not even a knife.”  

Peterkin’s face lit up.  

“Yes we have!” he cried, and fumbled in his trousers pockets, from which he drew out 

a small penknife with only one blade—and that was broken.  

Jack grinned suddenly.  

“Well, that’s better than nothing,” he said. “Let’s see what else we’ve got.”  

I sat up. I was feeling a lot better now. My friends had taken off some of their clothes 
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and spread them out in the sun. They had also stripped off most of my wet clothes and 

laid them out to dry.  

We went through our pockets and discovered that we had, between us, the broken 

penknife, an old silver pencil-case without any lead in it, a piece of cord about six 

yards long, a small sailmaker’s needle, and a ship’s telescope. 

And that was all!  

… 

“What are we going to eat?” asked Peterkin, as we moved along the white beach. “I 

could do with a drink, too.”  

“Look up there,” answered Jack, “and you’ll see both food and drink.”  

He pointed to the branched head of a coconut palm, heavily laden with fruit. Peterkin 

gave a cry of delight and climbed up the tall stem of the tree as easily as a squirrel. In a 

matter of seconds he had thrown down more than a dozen nuts.  

“Now let’s have some of the green, unripe ones,” Jack called up to him—and down they 

came, followed by Peterkin.  

We cut holes in the unripe nuts with Peterkin’s knife and drank gratefully of their cool, 

sweet milk.  

“Marvellous!” cried Peterkin, in high delight. “This is the life! It’s like Paradise!”  

We went on until we came to the point of rocks off which the ship had struck, and 

searched carefully along the shore. We found nothing.  

11.  The narrator 
 

A. came to himself and realized that he was lying 
in the water and his friends were around him. 

B. had been injured. 
C. helped his friends to get out of the water. 
D. couldn’t remember what had happened. 

12. The narrator and his two 
friends 
 

A. were the only ones on the beach. 
B. had lost their friends on the island. 
C. were happy that everyone had been able to 

survive during the storm. 
D. hoped that the islanders would help them. 

13. The narrator, Jack and Peterkin 
 

A. had lost all their things during the storm. 
B. found some useful things in their pockets.  
C. found a telescope. 
D. had only useless things with them. 

14. The narrator and his friends  
 

A. could find only green fruit that was not good 
for eating. 
B. couldn’t get the nuts from the trees. 
C. didn’t know what to drink. 
D. could find something good to eat and to drink. 
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15. Peterkin 
 

A. felt unhappy because he couldn’t eat the nuts. 
B. wanted to find milk, but couldn’t. 
C. was in a good mood because of all the things 

they had found. 
D. felt sad because he couldn’t have a hot meal.  

(Total 10 marks) 

 

Part III. Use of English 

Task 1. Read the text below. Use the words given in capitals to form a word that fits the gap. For 

questions 1 – 10, write your answer in the answer sheet. There is one example (0) at the 

beginning. 

My mother has just returned from a trip, full of praise for the travel company who 

organized it. The trip started off badly, due to my mother getting the travel times 

wrong, but the company managed to reorganize it for her. What impressed her most 

was the (0) ___courtesy__  (COURTEOUS)   of the staff and, in general, the high quality 

(1) _______________ (SERVE) which was provided.  Although she had missed her 

connection, she was treated very (2) _________________ (SYMPATHY),  told not to worry, 

before being allocated a new (3) __________________ (DEPART)  time. While she was 

waiting in the lounge, she was offered some light (4) _____________ (REFRESH) which 

she gratefully accepted. She had never expected the staff of such a huge (5) 

___________________ (ORGANISE) to show such pleasant (6) _______________ (BEHAVE) 

towards clients who were obviously in the wrong. In fact, her needing to get a new 

ticket must surely have caused some (7) _________________ (CONVENIENT), but if so, she 

was not made aware of it. 

In the past, if she had been late, she had found the (8) ____________________ (EMPLOY)  of 

other travel  companies to be rude and (9) ____________________ (HELP). In fact, it was 

precisely because of her   (10) ___________________ (SATISFY) with them that she had 

changed her travel operator.   

(Total 20 marks) 

Task 2. Read the following text and decide which answer (A-D) best fits each space.  For questions  
11 – 22, write letters A – D on the answer sheet.  
 

When Lucy (11) ________ that she was going to move abroad because she was bored 

(12) ________ her life, we weren’t surprised. After all, she had been talking about 

moving to a warmer country for ages, one which would (13) ________ sun, sea and 

opportunities for outdoor activities. A country like Spain or Portugal would (14) 

_________ her just fine. 
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We took her even more seriously when she called (15) _________ an interview for a job 

she was sure of getting. 

Of course, her parents were annoyed with her decision, but I had to admit that I 

sympathized with her. I had done something (16) _________ when I was her age, so I 

supported her all the way. I even helped her decide on a suitable destination. It was 

near an ancient site which, given Lucy’s academic background in archaeology, was 

(17) _________ for her. I (18) ________ her that in the beginning she would feel (19) 

_________ an (20) __________, but people from small towns are friendly and she wouldn’t 

feel lonely for too long. 

The time came for Lucy to depart. She wasn’t sad, (21)________ her parents who were 

crying and couldn’t bear to see their daughter leaving. Seeing her parents cry made me 

feel responsible for what had happened. In the end, I (22) _________ for having 

encouraged Lucy to leave. To tell the truth, however, I’m glad to have influenced her 

decision to move abroad.    

11) A. announced   B. told C. agreed    D. claimed 

12) A. with  B. for    C. about  D. at 

13) A. supply    B. offer     C. reveal     D. cater 

14) A. fit   B. suit C. combine  D. match 

15) A. out   B. up   C. for     D. off 

16) A. similar   B. common    C. same    D. likely 

17) A. ideal  B. special   C. particular D. fine 

18) A. insisted   B. explained  C. said D. warned 

19) A. as   B. alike C. like    D. unlike 

20) A. outdoor B. outsider   C. outcome  D. outfit 

21) A. not alike   B. unlikely C. not as   D. unlike 

22) A. admitted  B. denied    C. apologized D. accused 

(Total 12 marks) 

 

Task 3. Read the text below and think of the word which best fits each space. Use only one word 

for each space.  For  questions  23 - 37,  write  the  correct  word  on  the  answer  sheet.  There is 

an example at the beginning (0).  
  

Thinking of getting away from (0) __it__ all? Well, you need look no further! Take a trip 

to Maui, one of Hawaii’s largest islands. You’ll find a place which is 23) __________________ 

wonderful that it will make you want to stay 24) _________________ forever. 
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Enjoy the unbelievable beauty 25) ___________________ makes this Hawaiian island so 

remarkable. With the wide range of activities Maui offers, there is something 26) 

____________________ suit everyone’s tastes. You can just relax on one of the many 

secluded beaches while 27) __________________ a good book. If you prefer, you can enjoy 

snorkeling and diving expeditions 28) ____________________ you have the chance to 

explore underwater caves. Afterwards, why not set 29) ____________________  on a 

breathtaking horseback ride 30) ____________________ the white, sandy coast? If you’re 

the adventurous 31) _____________________, you can hike through a truly extraordinary 

volcanic crater, 32) _______________________ go on nature walks through lush rainforests. 

Among Maui’s many natural attractions 33) ____________________ its waterfalls, emptying 

into deep pools which are perfect 34) _____________________  a tranquil swim.  

The local people are very friendly and welcoming, and they take great pride 35) 

____________________ their history and land. If you stay on Maui long 36) ___________________, 

you are sure to share some of the deep love they 37) _____________________ for their 

island home.  

(Total 30 marks) 

Part IV. Cultural Knowledge 

Task 1. Choose the correct answer A-C. For questions 1 – 5, circle your answer (A – C) in the 

answer sheet. 

1) The two main political parties are the Conservatives 
and ___________ 

 

A. Labour 
B. Liberals 
C. Social Democrats 

 
2) Traditionally, the ____________ of England was 

associated with poverty and industry. 
 

A. center 
B. north 
C. south 

 
3) The second-most spoken language in Britain is 

reported to be __________ 
 

A. French 
B. Welsh 
C. Punjabi 

 
4) Which king had 6 wives? 

 
A.     Henry IV 
B.     Henry V 
C.     Henry VIII 

 
5) Unlike in most European countries, entry to British 

museums and art galleries is usually __________ 
 

A. free 
B. expensive 
C. very cheap  

(Total 5 marks)  


